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ME Office of a Clergyman derives ſo 
| much Honour from the ends of it's 
Inſtitution that it needs no Man's Pen 
or Tongue to magnifie it by aſcribing 
either the Righrful Power of Kings, or the uſurp d 
Power of Popes to it: Accordingly the Majority 
of Mankind have always been diſpoſed to re- 
vere the ſacred Character of a Prieſt ; and it ne- 
ver grows contemptible in their Eye till they 
who have the Honour to bear it, render it vile 
by their own Miſconduct: For Hoſea's Prophecy 
always holds good; there ſhall be like People, like 
/ Prieſt: The greater Part of a flock will hardly 
be very bad under the teaching of a 4:/creer, 
! ative and virtuous Miniſter ; and even thoſe who 
will not be ſo kind to themſelves as to follow 
his good Advice and Example, find it out of their 
Power not to have an Eſteem for him; for the 
Behaviour of ſome few Monſters for Wickedneſs 
and il] Temper can't be fairly appeal'd to, to 
invalidate the Truth of this Obſervation : Now 
ſince the Credit of the Holy Order riſes or 
falls very much oy the Qualifications and Be- 
haviour of the Members of it: it becomes us, 
my Reverend Brethren and Fellow Labourers in the 
Goſpel, at all times to be very jealous of our ſelves 
with a godly Fealouſie, leſt we be any ways ac- 
ceſlary to the bringing Contempt upon our 
| ſelves and our Office 
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And though I don't think that Contempt of the 
:lergy is fo predominant a Vice amongſt us as 
che conſtant Readers of Rehearſals and Obſervators 
may be apt to conceive, (for, as on the 
one hand I don't reckon the having ſome par- 
ticular Men's Perſons in Admiration for the ſake of 
2 Party properly a Mark of Eſteem for their 


2undtion ; ſo on the other Hand, ſome par- 


3cular Clergy-men being Jeſs reſpectfully trea- 
»2d on the 2806 of groſs Luc ges which 
provokes the Laity to flight them, does not 
argue thoſe who receive them with Negligence 
to be ill affected to their Order.) yet, ſince 
ſome Men's Temper may require more ſecular 
Marks of Honour for their Office than my own . 
Notions of that Matter do, I will not argue 

any thing from my narrow Obſervation of 


People's Behaviour to the Clergy” againſt this I 


popular Complaint : It being then taken for 
granted, that there is an inveterate Prejudice 
in the main Body of the Nation againſt 
the Clergy , and too great a Forwardneſs 
in them to treat them as a deſpicable Soci- 
ety of Men; you muſt agree with me, Gen- 
tlemen, that this Prevalence of a diſaffected 
Mind in the People againſt the Clergy lays 
an additional Tie on the Clergy, to an Habit 
of Circumſpe&neſs on all occaſions : And one 
might reaſonably hope that whilſt our Standing 

is judg'd to be ſo ſlippery, the moſt Incircum- 
| ſpe at other times would grow cautious now 
every where in all that they fay or do: At 1 


"TL | 
however unwary ſome few may be elſewhere, 
methinks they ſhould be very careful of their 
Behaviour. whilſt they are in the Pulpit : If 
we muſt give an account for every idle World 
in our common Converſation, how careful 
ought we be to ſay nothing that 1s ludicrous, 
equivocal and ſeditious in that ſacred Oratory 
where we ought not to deliver any thing but 
what is conformable to the Oracles of God ? 
That is a Place which a pious Miniſter af- 
cends with a trembling from the honeſt Sol- 
licitude he has to ſpeak what he ought to 
ſpeak with a due Influence upon the Minds of 
his Hearers: Tis but a ſmall Share of our 
time that is ſpent there; and yet the Affair 
of the higheſt Conſequence, (the Salvation of 
Immortal Souls) depends upon the Succeſs of 
our Pains in that Place: O then what Prayers, 

what Preparation of Study, what Guards of 
Prudence, what Exemplarineſs of Zeal and 
Devotion, what Condeſcenſion in the way of 
Addreſs can be thought too expenſive to us to re- 
commend our Exhortations from thence to 
our Charge? All being little enough (God 
knows) to gain the Speaker a candid Hearing 
at preſent in any Church throughout the Town, 
moſt of our Congregations having more in 
them diſpoſed to carp at the Preacher than there 
are others ready to be edified by his Preaching. 
So hard and critical is the Preachers Task 
be it where it will ; and yet his Province at 
St. Saviours is more difficult than, elſewhere ; 
for ſince Dr. Sacheverell's Tryal has been over, 
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Curioſity and other very oppoſite Motives draw 
ſuch Crowds of People thither; and ingage 


their Attention ſo. faſtito the Preacher, that a 


Miniſter by his Sermons muſt do a great deal 
of harm or good there according to the Spi- 
rit which runs through his Diſcourſe. Who- 


ever comes into that Pulpit, muſt be a Man 
of more than two Talents to be able to inſtill 


Devotion, Charity, Meekneſs; Humility and 


a peaceable Temper into the Minds of his 
Audience. An honeſt Diſcourſe, tho graceful- 
ly deliver'd, will not ſuffice unleſs it be well 


worded and methodiz d to eſcape the open De- 


riſion of the Atbeiſt, the fly Exceptions of the 
Deiſt, the torturing Criticiſms and Cavils of 


the Socinian, the Suſpicions of Diſſentert, and 


the Miſapplications of both Jacobite and Re- 


publican Incendiaries to their ſeditious Purpoſes, 
who to be ſure will interpret every thing that 


can be wreſted to the Prejudice of Religion 


and the Government. But certainly if Diſcour- 
ſes by great Care and Skill and God's Bleſſing 


upon your Prayers for Succeſs be rightly pre- 


par'd and deliver'd in that Aſſembly, there are 


no Preachers, Gentlemen, that have ſo fair an 


opportunity as you have of doing good, if you 


will frame your Diſcourſes with a Tendency 


to, heal our Breaches, to allay the. Proneneſs of 
the common People to Riots and Tumults, to 


diſpel thoſe groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies which 


they have entertain'd of their Superiors, 
and to defeat the malicious Intentions of all 
ſorts of Enemies againſt the Church and the pre- 


ſent 
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(79 
ſent Eſtabliſhment of the State: This may be 


done by ſhewing them the Sinfulneſs and Foily 
of their medling with things above their Poſt 


and Capacity, and how heinous a Crime it is to 


deſpiſe Dominions and ſpeak evil of Dignities ; and 
this is more aggravated when our Sovereigns, 
Generals, Prelates and Stateſmen have in the 


ſpace of ſeven years done more to ſtrengthen 


our Conſtitution, and to promote true Church 


of England Piety by our Charity Schools, and 


bountiful Corporations of great and good Men, 
to propagate Chriſtian Knowledge and Mora- 
lity at home and abroad, than had been done in 
the Courſe of an hundred years before : You 
ought alſo up». all fit occaſions to ſhew your Au- 
dience how ſignally God has rewarded the II- 


luſtrious Piety of the Queen with an amazing 


Series of Victories and Succefs: Sod, you may 


inſpire them with Gratitude to God, their good 


Queen, and thoſe who a& under her for the pub- 
lick good,and deſcribe to them the Preferriblenefs 
of their Condition to theirs who live under aneigh- 
bouring Government: And that neither any of 


theſe or other uſeful Subjects may be omitted, 


you would act adviſedly in conſulting together & 


dividing theſe Topics amongſt you, in ſuch an 
orderly Method that thay Congregation may be 
as ſure of hearing the whole Counſel of God from 


you, as they would be, if ſupplied by their Re- 


gular Teacher. Now Part of this Counſel is a 


quiet Behaviour of our ſelves in our reſpective 
Stations and Thankfulneſs to God and the Pow- 


ers, that are ordained by God for the peaceable 
Enjoyment of our pure Religion in the Church, 
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and the happy Conſiſtency of Prerogative and 
Liberty in the State: And yet I fear Dr. Sache- 
Hearers have heard nothing upon this Subject, as 
yet from his Friends; tho it is made too too ſea- 
ſonable by that Spirit of Faction and Ingratitude, 
to the Miniftry which has put the Town in 
ſuch a Ferment. 1 wiſh it were out of my Power 
to ſay, there has been preaching there ; which 
is directly ſubſervient to thoſe unnatural Agita- 
tions which have proceeded from unreaſonable 
Calumnies and Diſcontents: Whether they have 
been defign'd for that purpoſe, I will not pretend 
to determine, but T muſt ſay that if T had a mind to 
encourage our late Commotions, I would chooſe 
to preach in that way as the propereſt for the Ser- 
vice of ſo black an Intention, without expoſing 
my ſelf to the laſh of the Laws in force againſt Di- 
ſturbers of the Peace: And had I not been an 
Ear-witneſs of one Diſcourſe my ſelf ; the Rea- 
der had eſcaped the Trouble of this Paper, tho 
others had complained of it to me before, and to 
my Knowledge High-church-men who have gone 
thither with a very different Diſpoſition from a 
Deſire to cavil,have been ſo ſhock'd by what they 
have heard that they have come away ſcandaliz d 
and diſguſted: I grant that thoſe Phyſicians are the ho- 
neſteſt, who tell their Patients plainly of their caſe(as one 
of theſe Preachers very acutely obſerv'd), But then 


thought the Part of /piritual Phyſicians was to lay 
open the Diſeaſes of Souls; not the Weakneſſes of 
Government ; much leſs to make Sores where they 
find none, and to villifie an Adminiſtration to 
which they owe ſo many Bleſſings, and amongſt 
ne oe ori 
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the reſt, the Happineſs of not being ruined in their 
own way : The Liberty of the Subject does not im- 
ply the Liberty of a Boutefeu, tho' our Adverſa- 
ries are pleas'd to ſtrain it to that invidious ſenſe 
when they exclaim againſt the wiſeſt Advocates 
for the Privileges of the Subject aſſign'd him by 


the Laws of our Conſtitution. 5 
But ſuppoſing the Queen, and her Miniſtry, 
and the Parliament were erroneous in their Ad- 
miniſtration, and 'twere the Miniſters Duty, 
as undoubtedly to cry aloud againſt the falſe 
ſteps of Stateſ men in their Politicks; as it is to 
cry aloud againſt every kind of Vice, tho' the 
themſelves were known to be guilty of them : 
Yet, I beg leave to expoſtulate, would the 
Miniſterial Commiſſion to arraign their Vices, 
empower us to arraign their Perſons for them 
from the Pulpit ? And if it did, ſure the Indite- 
ment ought to be drawn in their Hearing, and 
not before the Governours of Boats and Barges, 
in their furbelod Galleries at St. Sawiours: But 
not to digreſs, our Saviour's Tribunal, as well 
as his Kingdom, was not of this World: His 
_ Miniſters therefore have no Commiſſion to judge 
Men, but their Actions; much leſs ought we to 
be Accuſers, and Defamers of Princes and Lawprvers. 
If Preachers have a Commiſſion of this kind, 
I could never yet find it in the Scripture, and 
therefore, I believe my Illumination in this point, 
will come too late, to convince me of a guil- 
ty Silence on that Account. The Doctrine of 
Paſſive Obedience, and your great Concern 
for the credit of it, methinks, might teach Men 
N V 
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better Expedients of reforming Criminal Gran- 


dees, than by lifting their Voice like a Trum- 
pet againſt them, before the giddy Vulgar: They 
thould rather watch for a private Acceſs to 
them, and the moſt handſome Introduction for 
their Reproof, that Thought and Speech could 
poſſibly furniſh them with; and at the offering 
of their Remonſtrance, all the modeſt Paſſions 
in Nature ſhould be ſummon'd together into 
the air of their Looks and Behaviour, to teſti- 
fie with what Reluctance they deliver their 
Meſſage, and that nothing, but the moſt paſ- 
ſionate Deſire of Fidelity to God, and to their 
Country, and their own Souls ; and the Souls that 
they attempt to deliver by their Reproof, would 
have prevail'd with them to do it: Nor would 
they do this, even thus modeſtly, till they had hum- 
| bled themſelves for their own Sins, and Neglects 
in their Function by Faſting and Prayer in 
their Cloſets ſaying; Lord, who am I, that I ſhould 
ſpeak this Meſſage in ſuch a Preſence? „ 
This was Nathan's Conduct, when he was 
commiſſion'd by God, to reprove David for 
his great Crimes, not for Errors in Politicks: 
If therefore ſome Clergy-mens Heads are ſo un- 
- happily turn'd, as to think Matters go wrong at 
the Helm, and that tis their Buſineſs to redtifie 
this imaginary Male-adminiſtration of the higher 
' Powers, Since they fancy, they ought to re- 
prove, let them at leaſt reprove with as much 
Modeſty as Nathan; for as much as the boldeſt 
and moſt aſſuming Perſon amongſt them will, 
J hope, confeſs that they do it with a leſs evi- 
dent Commiſſion and Authority; for the wrath 
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of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God. And 
as the Pulpit is not a proper Bar for arraigning 
Princes, and Miniſters of State; ſo I preſume, 
*rwas never deſign'd for Preachers venting their 
ſpite in bitter virulent Satyrs, againſt thoſe of 
their Brethren by Function, who have higher 
Stations in the Church than themſelves : If it 
were reaſonable for Clergy-men to condemn 
one another, for not being of the ſame judg- 
ment in every particular that lies undetermin'd 
by any public Books to which they all aſſent 
ang ſubſcribe ; yet, why ſhould they take the 
freedom of expoſing their Adverſaries, where 

tis a rare Aceident, if one of them prove to be an 
Auditor of the Charge that is brought againſt 


tem? This bitter Zeal, this ſort of Wiſdom 


cannot be from above: It looks very ſuſpicious, 
as tho it came from worldly Emulation, and if 
throughly examined, will J fear appear to be ſenſu- 
al, and deviliſh, Oh therefore, I beſeech you by 
| thoſe bleeding Wounds which our Church has 
already received, and daily is receiving from 
the unhappy Diviſions of her Clergy ; (for have 
not the Ale ao: of the People been alienated 
from a great part of the Clergy this way, ac- 
cording to the Party they ſide with?) I be- 
ſeech you, I ſay upon this Account, for your 
own ſakes, as well as theirs, that you would 
not give your ſelves the Liberty which ſome of 
your Predeceſſors have done; nor handle the 
word of God deceitfully ; But they moſt certainly 
have done ſo, who after they have read a Text 
_ againſt Infidelity and Apoſtaſy, have no ſooner 
explained the Subject of it; but they fly from 


| it, 
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it, into Invectives againſt that part of their 
Reverend Brethren, who are unfortunately called 


Low-Church Clergy-men for their Moderation to 
Diſſenters, and their differing from others in 


ſome Notions relating to Government. This 


is not ſo artful a way of ſetting off ones ſelf, 
but ſome Perſons of a vulgar underſtanding 


may ſee thro it, and good and generous Souls 
cant but abhorr it; becauſe tis at the expence 
of the Reputation of others, who ( ſuppoſing 


they were as much in the wrong, as TI believe 
them to be in the right) do mean as well, or 


better, than their Revilers ; and by the Books 


which the printing part of them have wrote, 
they appear far ſuperiour to them, both in na- 


tural and acquired Abilities: Who have wrote 


more learnedly, more judiciouſſy, more affe- 


ctionately, or with better Succeſs, than the in- 


comparable Biſhop Wake, and others of them 


have done; and that too, at a Time when the 


Popiſn Intereſt looked moſt formidable, and of- 
fered rich Rewards for the meer ſilence of that, 
and other Low-Church Prelate s? 
And yet from their being ſince prefer'd, ſome 


have been pleas'd, with a Decency and Can- 
dour peculiar to themſelves, to ſuggeſt that all 
they did, was for the ſake of it: O bappy Saga- 


city of thoſe brave Champions, who when our E- 
ſtabliſhment was covered with the blackeſt Clouds, 


Well, but the Caſe wasalter'd ſince the Revolution, 
could foreſee all the Wonders of the Revolution! 
and therefore Archd. Veſt muſt be a Fudas without 


doubt, who hardly could be a Prieſt before it: 
This is true High- Church Charity indeed; How- 


ever, 
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ever, it has one good Property in it, for it owns 
the Revolution, wants Archd. 7's Principles to 
ſupport it, and that no one without them can 
honeftly ſwear to the preſent eſtabliſhed Go- 
vernment. But the vindication of ſo worthy 
a Perſon, as Archd. Weſt, ought not to depend on 
theſe Mens Courteſie, and therefore, I beg 
leave to put them in mind, that in the begin- 
ning of the preſent Reign, there were a Set of 
Miniſters, who were far from preferring Clergy- 
men of the Doctor's Principles, and yet all who 
had the honour to know him then, remember 
him to be of the ſame mind, as he is now; 
wherefore the Doctor's Preferments which he 
has had ſince, and are as much below his Merit, 
as he is above the malice and contempt of his 
Enemies; do no more prove him a Parallel to 
Judas, than Dr. Sacheverel's ſuffering as an evil 
Doer, give him a Right to be tompar'd to Elijah: 
For tis not the ſuffering, but the Cauſe that 
makes the Confeſſor. In ſhort, if the Queen by 
the Advice of her Miniſtry, thinks fit to beſtow 
her Preferments on none, but ſuch as hold No- 
tions conſiſtent with her Title to the Crown; 
does it follow, that they would profeſs other 
| Notions, provided the Throne were of another 
mind ? After this rate of arguing, riſing Clergy- 
men muſt always be Men of no Conſcience, 
and Princes ſhall never diſpoſe of their Prefer- 
ments according to their royal Judgment, whe- 
ther right or wrong; but thoſe who think them- 
ſelves neglected for want of their Favour, muſt 
call their Affection for the Church in Queſtion, 


and ſeditiouſly miſrepreſent their Adminiſtra- 


tion 
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tion with turbulent Clamour, in that holy 
Place, where nothing ſhould be heard, but the 
ſtill Voice of Love and Devotion. But how in- 
conſiſtent is this Behaviour, with ſo earneſt a 
Contention for unlimited Paſſive Obedience, 
and Non: reſiſtance? Is not cenſuring Parlia- 
ments, and reflecting upon the conduct of 
Queens and Prelates; the effect and ſym- 
ptom of a Reſiſting Spirit? I am ſure, this is 
ſuch a way of preaching Non-reſiſtance, as con- 
futes it ſelf by bidding Defyance to both the 
Legiſlative and the Executive Power of the King- 
dom. I am ſure this Practiſe, if not effeually 
check d by Authority, or voluntarily laid aſide 
by thoſe who are guilty of it, muſt involve the 
Church in real Danger. How muſt it grieve, 
and ſtagger the devout Admirers of ſome Mens 
Noiſe, and Sweat, and Action at St. Saviours to 
hear Prelates and Prieſts tax'd by whole-fale with 
Infidelity, Apoſtacy, and Self-intereſtedneſs ; and Ana- 
themas, and Damnation thunder'd out againſt them 
with an Air of Triumph and Pleaſure ? Can it 
recommend our Labours, Gentlemen, to preach 
in ſuch a manner, as muſt bring our Auditors to 
the unhappy Dilemma of either thinking, that we 
want common ſenſe; or (which is worſe) of 
| fearing, that we are quite deſtitute of common 
Honeſty and Humanity? Suppoſe Paſſive Obedi- 
ence be a Duty, as no doubt it is rightly ſta- 
ted and underſtood by Mr. Hoadly's own Confeſ- 
ſion ; (tho' thoſe who write, or ſpeak againſt 
him never own this, becauſe they would throw 
all the odium they can upon him.) Yet, is there 
no other Duty neceſlary for the Inhabitants of 
=, Rs Southwark 
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Southwark, but that? Are not Charity, and Refig- 
nation, and Prayer, and Repentance, and Heavenly- 
mindedneſs, and 2 peaceable contented diſcharge 
of the ſeveral Duties of our Stations, as neceſ- 
ſary as that? And are not People brought with 
more difficulty to the conſtant practiſe of theſe 
felf-denying Duties, than they are to ſubmit to 
the Higher Powers, under leffer and tollerable 
Oppreſſions? Is not this a Duty of rare Occur- 
rence? And ſome People have no occaſion to pra- 
Riſe it all the days of their Lives: It might there- 
fore be ſufficient to inculcate it once a Quarter: 
But Preparation for Death and Judgment, by 
Mortification, Repentance, Devotion, Love of God, 
Deſire of Heaven, Gratitude to Feſus, and a right uſe 
of che Lords Supper, and other means of Grace are 
all of frequent, molt of them of dayly Revolution, 
and ſhould be preſsd upon Mens Conſciences, 
with all poſſible Clearneſs and Fervour in our Ser- 
mons: Would you then preſerve the dignity of 
your Order indeed? why then you muſt employ 
your Eloquence and Warmth this way; for if ye 
canonce make your Hearers good Men, they will 
of courſe be your Admirers, and give Reverence 
to whom Rverence is due. 5 | 
Mr. Hoadly ſets you an excellent Copy this way, 
for occaſional ones being excepted.(notwithſtanding 
his Scripturiency in Politics,) His Sermons are al- 
ways upon practical Subjects: The Expreſſions are 
well choſen; none of them courſe or trivial, 
the Style is plain and manly and intelligible without 
being bald; His Method is perſpicuous and of a neat 
compact Contexture : His Tranſitions elegant and yet 
natural: His Arguments ſtrong and nervous, with- 
e _ cout 
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out the Incumbranee of others that are Jeſs ſolid 


and ſupernumerary: His Concluſion is Rhetorical 
ſumming up the Premiſes with a judicious Brevity and 


a Gentleman: like Addreſs to the Paſſions of his Au- 


dience: In a word, a Vein of Seriouſneſs and Chri- 


ſtian Concern for the Wellfare of Souls runs thro” 
the whole Structure and Delivery of his Diſcourſes: 
And I muſt ſay that were Dr. Sacheverell the Rea- 


der, and Mr. Hoadlythe Preacher at the ſame place: 
Our Order of Worſhip and Diſciplinewould appear 


with ſuch Luſtre and Beauty, that the moſt preju- 
dic'd Attendants at the Service could hardly with- 
ſtand the Inducements he would there meet with 


to reſort to it. For Dr. Sacheverell is as great a 


Maſter-piece at reading our Liturgy, as Mr. Hoadly = 


can poſſibly be at defending our Church from the 
Preſs or Pulpit. He is audible without Noiſe or 


any harſh grating Accent to impreſs the cloſe of a 
Sentence upon the Ears of the Congregation : And 
as every geſture and turn of both his Voice and Bo- 


dy is ſuitable to what he is reading throughoutthe 
whole courſe of the Prayers, Creeds, Chapters and 


Hymns : So he is intirely Solemn and Reverend in 
the Compoſure of his Perſon without Affectation; 
nay in his very Paſſage too and from the Desk. 
And tts a pity ſuch a Reader ſhould have ſuch Ser- 
mons preach'd over his head, as ſeem only calcu- 


lated to raiſe Inſurrections, and to ſpoil and diſſi- 


pate the Devotion of that vaſt Aſſembly, after they 


have been wroughtup by the Dr's Performance to 
an heavenly Frame and Temper of Mind. And 
certainly the Dr. is very much indebted for one 


Advantage to the Sentence paſſed upon him, ſince 
without it the World might have been ignorant of 


his beſt Talent, "PINTS, 
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